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We’ve had an overwhelming response and some great ideas from 
participants across the globe who had taken part in thinking hand 
competition - an innovative furniture design for neglected communities in India and Africa.

This shows humane efforts of designers to provide better opportunity to the people to lead 
comfortable life. The deeper thinking and understanding the brief of competition by the par-
ticipants is commendable and the innovative solutions / approaches are a welcome sign 
for a better future. While acknowledging all the participants, we are happy to announce the 
results of inaugural international competition by Thinking Hand. Congratulations to all the 
winners and shortlisted entries. It was a tough task for jury to come on consensus, however 
combination of critical review and appraisal by the jury has resulted in the following as winners.

	 -Thinking Hand NGO &  Ketham’s Atelier Team
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WINNERS:

First Place: 
TH442KSA (Cardboard puzzle) Sameh Ibrahim Emam - Egypt
Jury comments: Great idea! Waste or reused cardboard boxes can be used to make furni-
ture, environmental friendly but question is how much weight can it hold? Material and fea-
sibility yet to be tested?	

Second Place: 
TH379KSA (Sedia) Anjana Lakshmi. A - India
Jury comments: interesting idea but too complex to make. Good for daily life of vendors for 
sitting, storage and carry stuff.  Good presentation

Third Place:
TH10089KSA (innovative furniture) Jitu Elizabeth Joseph -India
Jury comments: Good project, well thought. Scope for further development. Solution need 
to be worked out for a family to use it. Design needs more clarity on unfolding and material 
specification.
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SPECIAL MENTIONS:

TH907KSA (Adaptive lattice) Karan Dhanyakumar Darda - India
Jury comments: Very practical, well understood and tried to meet the criteria given in the brief 
- sleep, store, organize in slums. Economical viability needs to be examined.

TH1001020KSA (The Primitive wedges) Anderson Chan - China
Jury comments: Good design, however material has to be rechecked, as bamboo is expen-
sive. It needs lot of space; it can be an urban furniture or selling base for vendors. Needs 
skilled carpenters to build it.

TH408KSA (no-space slums) Deepesh Tekwani - India
Jury comments: Interesting but task was to design furniture. Good analysis and drawings 
but structure is not firm enough. Room height / clearance is problem and always need 
square rooms to fix it.
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SHORTLISTED: 

TH900KSA (Multifunctional shelter) Ahmed Ali Roman - Egypt
Jury comments: Good project but doesn’t fit to brief, however many possibilities can be achieved with these 
materials. Good concepts and thoughts.

TH405KSA (walking desk) Zhang Qingjiang - China
Jury comments: interesting idea, very sustainable / takes care of renewable energy use, but not explained well 
on how it works practically, quite heavy for bag. This idea has potential, needs more development.

TH514KSA (Foldable furniture) Min Su Chung - United States
Jury comments: Interesting idea, but stability with cardboard is an issue. Idea has potential, a working mock-
up would give more insight.

TH352KSA (The wall) T.R.Radhakrishnan - India
Jury comments: Design has potential but Plastic as a material needs to be rechecked and how it is re-cycled. 
It is not environmental friendly to manufacture it insitu. Good modular system can be used in public spaces. 
Good presentation. 

TH803KSA (Fold it) Digant Shah - India
Jury comments: Good thoughts. Can evaluate more possibilities in outdoors and indoors however pipe, as 
material is not available easily in slums

You can see images of all the winning entries and commended work in : ‘The wall of winners’. 
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Maximum Text 500 words, which expresses idea clearly. Scale of the drawings is up to partici-
pant’s choice.

Please mention your Unique Registeration ID number on top right hand corner of the sheet.

FOLDABLE FURNITURE
 Saving space is important to occupy spaces functionally. Usually in neglected societies, there are not much space 
wherein you could be able to all of your furniture and stu� in. This furniture is made for inhabitants in slums and other 
neglected communities where need more space to accommodate, fordable furniture is comittted to the house when it 
comes to furniture quality and sustainability. 
 ‘The feature of this furniture is easy to take apart and bring with. At living space, it could pretty much save some 
space that you may need. This furniture is comprised of two di�erent folded cardboard. One is for seat and storage and 
another is for bed , table, and storage. Both are covered with cover which is part of the furniture . The cover can be used for 
layering on the top of table or storage. Both furnitures are same but di�erent size. It can be stretched to be chair, table, 
and stoarge. The size can be various up to demands. By unfolding it, the furniture become bed for sleeping or sitting. 
 Corrugated cardboard is an eco-friendly material that is made of recyclable materials like used cardboard carton 
and old news papers. This recycling and reusing of cardboard helps to reduce the energy and other resources required to 
produce it. Since the material is easy to get from the local, transportaiton costs for manufactureing are lower than import-
ed material from other regions. 
 According to QUT researcher team, they have developed a new waterproof coating boxed that is both recyclable 
and renewable. This would be applied to the furniture for being accommodated in countries where have humid weather 
or dynamic weather change.
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Lignin is a naturally occurring by-product from pulped wood and grasses. Lignin 
coating is cost-comparable, and it is 100% recyclable, provides a high level of 
waterproo�ng and strengthens the boxes to a higher degree than waxThe 
cardboard is composed of double layer to make strong. The thickness is 1/4”.
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